Primary cutaneous aggressive epidermotropic CD8+ T-cell lymphoma: transformation from indolent to aggressive phase in association with CCR7-positive conversion.
We report a case of primary cutaneous aggressive epidermotropic CD8+ T-cell lymphoma that transformed from the indolent phase to the aggressive phase. In the aggressive phase, the patient developed numerous subcutaneous lesions on the trunk, limbs, and face. The involvement of muscle, right testis, and pharynx were also found. We immunohistochemically analyzed the expression of chemokine receptors, before and after the transformation of aggressive epidermotropic CD8+ T-cell lymphoma. The transformation was accompanied by positive conversion of CCR7. CCR7 is crucial in lymphatic cell migration and chemotaxis to lymph nodes. Therefore, its expression is likely associated with the disseminated behavior of T-cell lymphoma.